Application Form
National Program of Assessment for Locally
Experienced Practitioners
This program provides an alternate pathway to registration for graduates of Australian accredited
architecture programs with relevant experience at executive level in complex projects.
Successful completion of this program allows applicants to bypass the Architectural Practice Examination (APE) and apply
directly for registration as an architect to the Architect Registration Board in the relevant State or Territory. Applicants
submit their applications directly to the Architect Registration Board in the State or Territory where they wish to
practice.

1. The Program
Applicants must demonstrate application of the required Performance Criteria from the National Standard of Competency
as listed in Section 4. Through a portfolio of *complex projects, applicants will demonstrate appropriate experience and
practice of architecture at executive level, as well as capacity to exercise professional skill as an architectural practitioner
in Australia.
Applicants submit a Professional Portfolio (limited to 4-6 projects) and CV. These documents become the Assessable
Items. Applicants also submit relevant academic documents and professional references. Assessment of applications are
conducted via a desk-based Eligibility Verification, followed by a Panel Interview by architect assessors.
*Complex Project: Typically a project of medium scale or larger that requires the skill and knowledge to deliver the resolution and
integration of complicated aspects including but not limited to: siting, planning, structure, services, materials, composition and
configuration. A complex project is demanding in its ordering and organisation of multiple occupancy and/or special purpose user
requirements and requires the integration of cultural, social, environmental and technical issues.

2. Eligibility
a. a.

b.

c.

Minimum 5-year (or equivalent) professional qualification in architecture
7-years relevant professional postgraduate experience with a minimum of 3 years practising at executive level
(principal decision maker). 12 months relevant professional experience in Australia within the last 3 years
Resident in Australia

2.1 Eligibility Definitions
a.

Minimum 5-year (or equivalent) professional qualification/s in architecture – applicants must hold an Australian
accredited professional qualification in architecture. See here for the list of accredited programs.

b.

Relevant professional experience – 7 years post-graduation experience, including 3 years providing architectural
services on complex projects under the supervision of an architect or in a self-employed capacity operating at the
executive (principal decision maker) level.

c.

Resident in Australia – supply proof of citizenship or permanent residency (copy of front page of Australian passport or
birth certificate; permanent or relevant temporary visa as issued by Department of Immigration and Border Protection.)

3. The Assessment Process
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a.

Submission is lodged electronically to the Architect Registration Board in the State or Territory where the
applicant wishes to apply for registration.

b.

Eligibility Verification all applications to check eligibility is met.
- Verification of applicant’s qualification/s
- Verification of portfolio and experience
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c.

Panel Interview – In an interview with a two experienced Architect Assessors the applicant’s Assessable Items
are discussed to determine the extent to which the required NSCA Performance Criteria are met and that the
applicant is able to practice to the standard expected of a practising architect in Australia. The interview is held at
the Architect Registration Board in the State or Territory where the applicant wishes to apply for registration.

d.

Outcome
i.
Successful Applicants will be eligible to apply for registration as an architect.
ii.

Unsuccessful Applicants will be advised of the Performance Criteria which were identified as deficient.
Unsuccessful applicants may be required to complete specific professional development or the
Architectural Practice Examination (APE).

4. Submission Requirements
Application
a. Application
1. Applicant Details
2. Education
3. Statutory Declaration
Supporting Items
b.

Academic Documents – certified transcript of completed accredited Australian architectural qualification

c.

Proof of Residency – .pdf copy of either:
i.
Proof of residency as issued by the Department of Immigration and Border Protection; or
ii.
Copy of Australian Passport at photo identification page

d.

Proof of Name Change – certified document, if required

Assessable Items
Applications are submitted electronically to the Architect Registration Board.
Compiled in to a single A4 PDF document (maximum file size 50mb).
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e.

Current CV (maximum 4 pages)

f.

2 References (maximum 2 pages each) – from persons who can comment on the applicant’s professional
capacity to operate to the standard expected of an architect in Australia, one of whom must be an architect
registered in Australia. Contact details of referees must be supplied as they may be contacted for verification.

g.

Project Portfolio – (maximum 2 pages per project) the portfolio is used to present extracts from the 4-6 Complex
Projects (built work only) to demonstrate the required Performance Criteria from the NSCA listed in Section 4.

h.

For each Project referenced in the Portfolio, include a Project Summary with the following information:
1. Project Name + Location
2. Building type + Cost
3. Job title on project and description of Applicant’s role/responsibilities
4. Project date of completion
5. Project Description (maximum 500 words) linking relevant aspects of the applicant’s
responsibilities relevant to the required performance criteria.
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5. Required Performance criteria

1. Design: Project Briefing
1.1 Preparation and endorsement of an agreement between client and Architect. This agreement will clearly communicate terms,
services to be provided, and fees appropriate for the scale and type of project.
1.2 Establishment, analysis and evaluation of client project requirements and objectives.
1.3 Assessment of project budget and timeframe against project requirements and objectives.
1.5 Knowledge of different procurement processes available and evaluation of the impact these have on the project.

2. Design: Pre-Design
2.2 Application of principles controlling planning, development and design for the project site.
2.3 Evaluation of factors influencing and impacting on project cost.
2.5 Attainment of approval from client of project budget and timeframe.

3. Design: Conceptual Design
3.4 Design response incorporates assessment of relevant legislation, codes and industry standards.

4. Design: Schematic Design
4.8 Analysis of schematic design in regard to cost planning and timeframe to comply with client and project requirements.
4.9 Obtain approval for the design from client and and/or relevant stakeholders.

5. Documentation: Detailed Design
5.7 Resolution of project design to address budget and time constraints.

6. Documentation: Documentation
6.3 Incorporation of the project requirements and objectives in accordance with Project Brief and approved Detailed Design.
6.7 Establishment of quality assurance systems to ensure consistency and completeness of project documentation in accordance with
the requirement for the project brief, project timeframe and project budget.

7. Project Delivery: Procurement
7.1 Identification of available procurement methods and assessment of relevance and application to the project.
7.2 Selection of procurement method incorporates assessment of the impact on all phases of project including design, documentation
and project delivery.
7.3 Selection of procurement method incorporates assessment of the impact on contractual arrangements between all project
stakeholders.
7.4 Selection of procurement method incorporates assessment of the impact on selection, contracting and scope of work of consultants
and specialist service providers.
7.6 Knowledge and application of all administration and principles for the selected procurement method and associated contracts.
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8. Project Delivery: Construction Stage
8.1 Selection process for appropriately qualified contractors is in accordance with procurement method and project contract.
8.3 Identification and application of the process and administration systems needed to fulfil all obligations under project contract.
8.4 Construction progress and quality is systematically reviewed and monitored as required under the contract provisions.
8.5 Identification and application of all relevant processes required for certification of monetary claims, project variations, extensions of
time, project instructions or other administrative responsibilities under the contract provisions.
8.7 Identification and application of appropriate and consistent systems for record keeping and maintenance of document revisions.
8.8 Ensure that warranties, schedules, as built documentation, certificates, approvals and other project information are completed and
handed to the client and relevant authorities as required under the contract.

9. Practice Management
9.1 Knowledge and implementation of appropriate practice model to ensure efficient, effective and ethical professional service.
9.6 Knowledge and application of professional ethics and ethical practices in respect to practice management and provision of
professional service
9.7 Knowledge of legal and regulatory requirements and obligations in regard to architectural practice, practice management and
registration as an architect.

6. Useful Links
National Standard of Competency for Architects
Industry Profile: The Profession of Architecture in Australia
The Regulation of the Architect Profession in Australia – An Overview
Architect’s Model Statutory Code of Professional Standards and Conduct

7. Certification of Documents
Certification
An authorised person must certify all copies of documents submitted. A certified copy is a copy of an original document that is
certified as a true copy by an authorised person.
For documents certified in Australia, certification may be undertaken by: Justices of the Peace, legal practitioners, admission officers
at all Australian universities and other persons listed in respective Oaths Acts in the State or Territory where the application is made.
Certification from any other persons is not accepted.
To have copies certified both the original and the copy of the document must be seen by the person certifying the documents. Each
page of the document must be certified separately, and must clearly show:

the words ‘certified true copy of the original’;

the signature of the certifying officer; and

the name and address or provider/registration number (where appropriate) of the certifying officer legibly printed below the
signature.

8. Fees
The fee for the National Program of Assessment of Assessment for Locally Experienced Practitioners
$850
Applicants are required to make full payment with the application. All applications are submitted to the local Architect
Registration Board.
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9. Applicant Details
Preferred title:

Mr ☐

Mrs ☐

Ms ☐

Miss ☐

Dr ☐

Other ☐: ______________

Gender:

Family name:
Given name/s:
Previous name:
Date of birth:
Residency Status:
Postal address:

Suburb

State

Contact phone:
Email:

9. Education
Name of first
qualification:
Granting
institution:
Year of
graduation:
Name of second
qualification:
(if applicable)
Granting
institution:
Year of
graduation:
Name of third
qualification:
(if applicable)
Granting
institution:
Year of
graduation:
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Postcode

