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1 INTRODUCTION 
The Architectural Practice Examination (APE) is a nationally consistent competency based 
assessment (CBA) process. All persons seeking registration an architect in Australia are 
required to successfully complete the APE. The APE has no educative role. 
 
The APE has been developed and is maintained by AACA. The current APE process has 
been in operation since 2000, and is reviewed every five years. It has been adopted by all 
Australian state and territory architects registration boards as the national examination in 
Architectural Practice.  
 
Quality assurance processes are in place for all aspects of the APE to ensure nationally 
consistent application of examination procedures. The examination is informed by the AACA 
National Competency Standards in Architecture (NCSA).  
 
The AACA NCSA are those Standards which have been developed by the profession and 
accepted by all of the architects registration boards in Australia as defining the minimum level 
of knowledge and experience necessary for a person to enter the architectural profession. 
 
 
2 STRUCTURE OF THE APE 
The APE is a three part process*: 

APE Part 1  Logbook and Statement of Experience 
APE Part 2  National Examination Paper (NEP) 
APE Part 3  Examination by Interview 
 

Candidates must satisfactorily complete all three parts sequentially, to pass the APE. 
 
* Further details can be found in NCSA – Procedures for Candidates (NCSA – PC) 
 
The annual success rate of Candidates applying for the APE in all states and territories over 
the last five years is: 

 
2009        79% 
2010        75% 
2011        70% 
2012        76% 
2013        81% 

 
 
3 QUALITY ASSURANCE PROCESSES  

 
3.1  General 
Quality assurance for the APE is achieved through a range of measures in the administration 
of the APE, national monitoring procedures, APE publications and review processes. 
 
The APE is normally undertaken by Candidates in their home state or territory. To ensure 
national consistency of procedures, the state and territory architects registration boards have 
adopted the documentation and quality assurance procedures promulgated by AACA and 
conduct the NEP on the same day in all jurisdictions. 
 
Each jurisdiction appoints a suitably qualified APE Convenor and Assessors; the Convenor 
also takes responsibility for oversight of the APE within the jurisdiction.  An APE National 
Convenor is appointed by AACA to oversee the APE nationally and report to AACA on a 
regular basis. APE Convenors confer regularly on procedures. 
 
AACA has established the ‘National Assessment Panel’ (NAP) which, among its other 
responsibilities, monitors APE procedures. 
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3.2 Quality Assurance in Relation to the APE 

 
3.2.1   AACA Part 1 – Logbook and Statement of Practical Experience 
The AACA Logbook provides a national structure for determination of Candidates’ eligibility to 
proceed to Part 2. It defines agreed mandatory experience and provides a consistent 
structure for documentation of experience.   
 
Candidates must supply a Statutory Declaration attesting to the accuracy of the Logbook and 
Statement of Practical Experience as a record of their architectural experience when applying 
for the APE. 
 
Applications for the APE are lodged with the relevant state or territory architects registration 
board.  On receipt, Logbooks are checked by the architects registration board to ensure all 
required documentation has been provided, and to ensure apparent compliance with the 
minimum hours required under each of the mandatory Prescribed Elements of Competency 
for approval to proceed to Part 2.  
 
The operation of the Logbook is monitored by APE Convenors and discussed at regular 
national meetings of APE Convenors. 
 
 
3.2.2 APE Part 2 – National Examination Paper (NEP) 
Writing and setting the exam 
An ‘item bank’ of scenarios and statements is under continuous development by AACA. 
 
Scenarios and statements may be submitted by members of the profession in accordance 
with the AACA standards for design of questions. An annual meeting of APE Convenors 
approves scenarios for inclusion in the item bank. 
 
The APE National Convenor is responsible for coordination of the setting of National 
Examination Papers for each year. Draft Papers are prepared, taking into account matters 
such as appropriate level of difficulty, consistency between Papers, avoidance of state 
specific issues which may disadvantage candidates, and relationship to the NCSA.  
 
The NEP Evaluation Group scrutinises the Papers which are then reviewed by an 
independent architect academic who also has legal qualifications. The Paper/s may be 
returned to the Evaluation Group for further review. Throughout this process, issues such as 
clarity, fairness, equity and relevance to the purpose of the APE are considered. 
 
Conduct of the NEP 
All state and territory architects registration boards conduct the NEP on the same day.  
 
Examination room procedures are provided to architects registration boards. These 
procedures detail protocols for the appropriate conduct of the NEP. Candidates do not retain 
a copy of the Paper. Security procedures are used in each jurisdiction to ensure security of 
NEP documents. 
 
Copies of Papers or Candidate Answer Sheets are not available to Candidates once they 
have been submitted. 
 
Marking of the NEP and release of results 
NEP Papers are centrally marked. Results are tabulated and issued to state and territory APE 
Convenors. The APE National Convenor then initiates a teleconference of all participating 
jurisdictions to discuss any issues that may have arisen during the conduct of the particular 
paper.  
 
There is provision at this stage for ‘moderation’ of the outcome of particular scenarios if the 
analysis indicates this may be required.  
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There is no ’statistical moderation’ of results. All Candidates who receive 60% or better are 
successful in the NEP. The APE National Convenor approves release of results to 
Candidates. Each architects registration board informs Candidates of their results using a 
‘proforma’ letter. Candidates have access to a procedural appeal process.  
 
3.2.3  APE Part 3 - Examination by Interview 
Appointment of Assessors 
Part 3 Assessors are nominated by each of the state and territory architects registration 
boards for ratification by AACA. They are practitioners with a minimum of five years’ 
experience subsequent to registration. New Assessors are briefed by the relevant state or 
territory APE Convenor. 
 
Assessors are required to participate in briefing and de-briefing sessions at least once a year. 
Their performance is monitored by the APE Convenor in each jurisdiction and by the APE 
National Convenor.  
 
Conduct of the Part 3 interview 
Interviews are conducted according to nationally consistent procedures to ensure equity, 
fairness and appropriateness of interview procedures. 
 
Candidates are assessed against the AACA NCSA. Candidates with an unsatisfactory result 
are advised by the relevant architects registration board of areas of the NCSA in which they 
failed to demonstrate sufficient knowledge or understanding.  
 
On successful completion of all three Parts of the APE, Candidates may apply to any 
architects registration board in Australia for registration as an architect. 
 
 
4   REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF THE APE 
The Architectural Practice Examination (APE) includes a protocol for review after each five 
year period. The purpose of the review is to ensure that the APE continues to provide an 
appropriate, transparent, and reliable mechanism by which persons wishing to register as 
architects in Australia can have their qualifications and experience assessed against the 
AACA NCSA. 
 
 
5   APE DOCUMENTATION 
AACA has produced a suite of documents that underpin the APE, providing information and 
procedural requirements to ensure national consistency and quality outcomes. All participants 
in the APE are expected to access the documentation to inform their understanding of the 
process. 
 
The key APE documents are available on the AACA website’s Publications page, and are: 

 
The National Competency Standards in Architecture (NCSA) 
The NCSA provides the assessment criteria for the APE. 
 
NCSA – Procedures for Candidates (NCSA – PC) 
The NCSA PC includes an overview of the APE. 
 
Reference Guide for APE Candidates (NCSA REF/G)  
The NCSA REF/G Provides reference information for intending APE Candidates.  
 
The Logbook of Experience in Architectural Practice (NCSA LB and NCSA LS) 
Logbook Information (LB) 
Log Sheets (LS) 

            
             Sample National Examination Paper (NEP) and Answer Sheet 
 

It is the Candidates’ responsibility to adequately prepare for the APE and in so doing, for 
establishing the veracity of the information sourced. 
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