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The National Standard of 

Competency for Architects 

(NSCA), ‘The Standard’,  

identifies the primary activities 

and responsibilities that are 

fundamental to the general 

practice of architecture in 

Australia. It establishes the 

standard for assessment of 

architectural education and 

professional competency prior to 

registration as an architect in 

Australia.  

 

 

Why is it important?  
Architects are skilled professionals at the 

centre of Australia’s built environment 

industry, a $100 billion sector employing 

over a million people. The built environment 

industry is significant for both its size and for 

the critical national role played by the 

provision of dwellings, commercial spaces, 

public buildings and infrastructure.1 

 

The Standard identifies for graduates, the 

profession and the public, the primary 

activities and responsibilities fundamental to 

the general practice of architecture. 

 

Having one ‘Standard’ that underpins 

accreditation of architectural programs and 

competency assessments towards the APE, 

provides a clear roadmap for the 

development of competency on the path to 

registration as an architect. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Industry Profile: The profession of architecture in Australia  

Scope of The Standard 
The Standard is mapped across all programs of architectural 

education and assessment of professional competency prior to 

registration as an architect in Australia. 

 

Programs  
Australia New Zealand Architecture Program 

Accreditation Procedure (ANZAPAP) 

 

The AACA, jointly with the Australian Institute of 

Architects, maintains the Australia and New Zealand 

Architecture Program Accreditation Procedure 

(ANZAPAP) that facilitates accreditation by each state 

and territory Architect registration board of programs 

of study offered in its jurisdiction. ANZAPAP involves 

a review of architecture schools offering accredited 

degrees at least every five years by an expert panel, 

which makes a recommendation to the relevant 

Board. 

 

Overseas Qualifications Assessment (OQA) 

 

The AACA's Overseas Qualifications Assessment 

(OQA) process assesses overseas academic 

qualifications for migration and registration 

purposes. Overseas academic qualifications in 

architecture must be assessed to determine 

comparability with a currently accredited Australian 

qualification in architecture before a candidate can 

undertake the Architectural Practice Examination 

(APE). 

 

National Program of Assessment (NPRA) 

 

The National Program of Assessment (NPRA) is a 

competency based assessment which provides a 

pathway to the Architectural Practice Examination 

(APE) for those who have substantial skills and 

experience in the architectural profession but do not 

have an accredited qualification in architecture or 

overseas equivalent. The NPRA does not provide a 

qualification; its sole purpose is to grant access to 

the APE. 

 

Architectural Practice Examination (APE)  

 

The AACA Architectural Practice Examination (APE) is 

a nationally consistent competency based 

assessment process. All candidates seeking 

registration as an architect in Australia are required 

to successfully complete the APE unless exempted 

through an eligible overseas registration. 

 

Overseas Architect Assessment (OAA)  

 

For experienced architects from selected countries, 

Australia’s participation in the APEC Architect 

Program offers a ‘fast track’ to registration for 

architects with at least seven years post-registration 

experience in their home jurisdiction. 

http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/
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The Standard at a glance 
The Standard comprises of 4 Units of Competency and 70 

Performance Criteria relevant to the activities of professional 

architectural practice. 

 

Units of Competency 
Design  

 

An activity involving iterative explorations and 

appraisals of a range of ideas and concepts, 

leading towards the development of coherent 

proposals for a project. 

The design process extends from the evaluation of 

project viability to the conceptual and schematic 

resolution of a project in response to client, user 

and public requirements. The design process for a 

project is informed by appropriate environmental, 

social and ethical considerations of the architect. 

Although separately listed for convenience, the 

sequence of design phases indicated through the 

Elements of Competency and Performance Criteria 

is not necessarily linear but often comprises 

overlap, repetition and reiteration. 

 

Documentation 

 

The process of resolving, detailing and 

communicating an architectural project through all 

project stages. The modes of documentation 

include modelling, drawings, specifications and 

schedules that can be used in the construction, 

contract management and handover of the project. 

Documentation material must be consistent with 

design objectives and budgetary constraints, and 

must conform to relevant codes and industry 

standards. Where supplied by consultants, 

documentation compliance must be verified. 

  

Project Delivery 

 

The proficient, timely and cost-effective completion 

of an architectural project through all design and 

construction phases. Project Delivery must take 

into account the range of contractual obligations 

carried by architects, clients, consultants and 

contractors. 

Project Delivery involves the evaluation and 

implementation of procurement systems as well as 

appropriate contractual administration systems. 

The establishment and operation of project teams 

as well as formalising of project agreements (such 

as with client, team/s and contractor) is critical to 

competent project delivery.  

  

Practice Management  

 

The holistic understanding and organisation of the 

business and profession of architecture in relation 

to delivering projects. It involves the knowledge and 

execution of the processes involved in providing 

architectural services; the knowledge and 

implementation of appropriate systems to establish 

and maintain an architectural practice; and the 

knowledge and enactment of the broad range of 

ethical and legal obligations required of a 

Professional Practitioner. 

 

Under these each unit are sub-elements 

(1-9) to better characterise the 

Performance Criteria associated to them. 

 

Design 

 

1. Project Briefing 

2. Pre-Design 

3. Conceptual Design 

4. Schematic Design 

 

Documentation 

 

5. Detailed Design 

6. Documentation  

 

Project Delivery 

 

7. Procurement  

8. Construction Stage 

 

Practice Management 

 

9. Practice Management 
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Knowledge Domains  

The Knowledge Domains are core areas of importance that 

underpin architectural practice. The Knowledge Domains are 

weighted as either        CRITICAL    or         NECESSARY     against 

each Performance Criteria.    

 

Regulatory Domain 

 

Knowledge of the regulations, standards and 

codes, relevant to all aspects of architectural 

practice, project design and delivery. 

 

Social & Ethical Domain 

 

Knowledge of the social, ethical and cultural values 

relevant to architectural practice and the impacts 

on project users and broader communities. 

 

Sustainable Environment Domain 

 

Understanding the responsibility of architects to 

minimise the impact on natural resources and 

design for longevity. 

 

Disciplinary Domain 

 

Knowledge of histories and theories relevant to 

architecture, practice, building and technologies.  

 

 

Communication Domain 

 

Knowledge of appropriate verbal, written and visual 

means to communicate relevant aspects of 

architecture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level Required 
Level Required defines the level of execution required of 

each Performance Criteria within a program.  

The three levels depict the development of 

competency through the pathway to registration.  

Knowledge 

Knowledge acquisition; able to demonstrate clear 

understanding, no requirement for application or 

demonstration of skill.         

 

Skills 

Skills acquisition; able to demonstrate skill, no 

requirement for application in practice.         

 

Application 

Application of Knowledge and Skills in architectural 

practice; able to demonstrate a clear understanding 

and demonstrate where it has been applied in 

architectural practice or practice scenario.  
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Format 
Select or Compare Programs 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Dropdown the Elements to see the Performance Criteria 

 

 

  

Select One Program 

Compare Programs 

Elements 

Performance Criteria 



7 

 

Format 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

Level Required 

Knowledge Domains 
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Why register as an 

architect? 

Use of the title ‘architect’ is regulated by legislation in 

Australia. Anyone using the title and/or offering 

services to the public as an ‘architect’ must be 

registered with the state or territory architects 

registration board in that jurisdiction.  

Many professions recognise that academic 

qualifications plus attainment of competency through 

practice is necessary for professional practice.  

Registration certifies attainment of the core 

competencies identified to practice as an architect 

and is recognised in the profession.   

 

Becoming an Architect in Australia  

 To be eligible for registration you must:  

a) Complete a Recognised Pathway 

b) Complete 3,300 hours of practical experience 

which addresses specified Performance Criteria of 

the NSCA, logged in the AACA Logbook.  

c) Successfully complete the Architectural Practice 

Examination (APE).  

 

 

 

Pathways to Registration 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Architectural Practice 

Examination (APE) 

The three-part APE tests candidates’ 

knowledge and skills against The 

Standard to ensure their competency as 

a professional architectural practitioner 

in Australia.      

 

 

 

Applications for the APE  

 

State or territory architect registration boards administer the 

APE for candidates within their jurisdiction. Candidates 

should undertake the APE in the state that they live in and 

wish to practice. 

 

Applications are submitted directly to the 

relevant board.  

 

See the timetable for the APE, including submission, 

examination and interview dates for each state and territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate of  

Australian  

Accredited  

Qualification 

Graduate of  

Overseas  

Architecture  

Qualification 

Industry 

 Experience 

of 7+ years 

Registered 

APEC Architect 
from economy with  

mutual recognition agreement 

Overseas  

Architect 

Assessment 

Complete recognised 

qualification 

Overseas  

Qualifications 

Assessment  

(OQA) Program 

National Program of 

Assessment (NPRA) 

  

Or 

  

Built Work Program of 

Assessment (BWPrA)  

Certification as APEC 

Architect in home 

economy with mutual 

recognition agreement 

with Australia 

Program  

coming  

soon 

Architectural Practice Examination  Domain Specific Assessment Interview 

 

Register with State or Territory Architects Registration Board 
 

 

http://www.aaca.org.au/links/
http://www.aaca.org.au/ape-logbook-submissions/
http://www.aaca.org.au/registration-as-an-architect/recognised-architecture-qualifications/
http://www.aaca.org.au/registration-as-an-architect/recognised-architecture-qualifications/
http://www.aaca.org.au/overseas-qualifications-assessment/
http://www.aaca.org.au/national-program-of-assessment-npra/
https://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/register-architects/getting-registered/built-work-program-of-assessment
https://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/register-architects/getting-registered/built-work-program-of-assessment
https://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/register-architects/getting-registered/built-work-program-of-assessment
http://www.aaca.org.au/apec-architect-international-issues/apec-architect/
http://www.aaca.org.au/apec-architect-international-issues/apec-architect/
http://www.aaca.org.au/architectural-practice-examination/
http://www.aaca.org.au/links/
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APE Structure  
 

Completed sequentially, a total of 64 Performance Criteria are tested throughout the APE, some tested through 

multiple Parts.  

To see which Performance Criteria are tested in Parts 1, 2, and 3 check the NSCA Matrix.  

 

Part 1: Logbook + Statement of Practical Experience 

15 Performance Criteria 

 

 

Part 2: National Examination Paper (NEP) 

36 Performance Criteria 

 

 

Part 3: Examination by Interview  

63 Performance Criteria 

 

 

• Parts 1 and 2 must be undertaken in the same jurisdiction.  

• Part 3 may be undertaken in another jurisdiction.  

• Candidates are required to complete Part 3 within two years of successfully completing Part 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/matrix/index/index/assessment/4
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Part 1: Logbook + Statement of Practical Experience 
Eligibility for Parts 2 + 3 is determined on the basis of a Logbook + Statement of Practical Experience 

 

The Logbook 

+ 
 

The Statement of Practical Experience  

 A minimum of 3,300 hours of architectural 

experience is required in the 15 Performance 

Criteria from the NSCA.  

 

 The experience is recorded in the AACA Logbook.  

 It is not necessary to log hours in chronological 

order. 

 

 See Guide for Candidates for more information.  

 

 The Statement of Practical Experience cross references 

the Projects included in the Logbook to the 

Performance Criteria.  

 

 Maximum 2,000 words if all experience is completed 

under supervision of an architect. 

 

 Maximum 3,000 words if some or all experience is 

completed in a self-employed capacity or working 

outside an architectural firm.   

 

 Do not include experience older than ten years in the 

Statement of Practical Experience.  

 

 The work of the two years immediately preceding this 

submission should be emphasised.  

 

 Do not include photos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidates must also submit a Statutory Declaration attesting that the information supplied in the Logbook + 

Statement of Practical Experience are true and accurate 

 

 

 

 

Practical Experience may be logged as:  

a.     All at Executive Level 

• At least 40 hours of architectural experience in each of the Performance Criteria; or  

b.    A composite of Executive, Participant, Observer experience with:  

• At least 40 hours of architectural experience in each of the Performance Criteria  

• At least 40 hours of architectural experience at Executive Level in a minimum of five of the fifteen 

Performance Criteria 

• A maximum of 160 hours of Observer level experience in each of the Performance Criteria 1.2, 7.1, 

8.3, 8.4, 8.5.   Note: These are the only Performance Criteria in which Observer Level experience in accepted.  

http://www.aaca.org.au/publications/
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/NCSA-Procedures-for-Candidates-December-2015.pdf
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Part 2: National Examination Paper 

(NEP) 

• The NEP is help biannually, in April and 

August. 

• The NEP is a closed book, scenario based 

examination.  

• The duration is one hour, plus ten minutes 

reading time.  

• See a sample of the NEP.  

 

 

 

Part 3: Examination by Interview  

The aim of the interview is to test the 

application of knowledge and skills in 

architectural practice. 

Two assessors will examine an applicant’s 

understanding of the prescribed NSCA Performance 

Criteria based upon his/her Logbook + Statement 

of Practical Experience.  

The interview is between 45 minutes – one hour in 

duration and is not restricted only to the experience 

included in the Logbook and Statement of Practical 

Experience; it can explore knowledge in both actual 

and hypothetical situations. 

Successful applicants may apply for registration in 

any Australian jurisdiction.   

 

 

 

Resources for APE 

Candidates  

National Standard of Competency 

for Architects (NSCA)  

 

AACA APE Procedures for 

Candidates of the APE 

 

AACA APE Logbook  

 

Regulation of the Architect 

Profession within Australia – an 

Overview  

 

Reference Guide for APE 

Candidates  

 

Sample NEP 

 

Transition to Registration (NSW 

Architects Registration Board) 

 

 

Further Details for the APE Process 

Candidates should contact their state or territory architects 

registration board for details of APE preparatory programs 

which may be helpful.  

Most architects registration boards, run an annual briefing for 

candidates.  

 

http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/AACA-NEP-Sample-Paper-Answer-Sheet-2014.pdf
http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/
http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/NCSA-Procedures-for-Candidates-December-2015.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/NCSA-Procedures-for-Candidates-December-2015.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/publications/
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Regulation-of-the-Architect-Profession-within-Australia-February-2015.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Regulation-of-the-Architect-Profession-within-Australia-February-2015.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Regulation-of-the-Architect-Profession-within-Australia-February-2015.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/2012-NCSA-REF-G-to-be-reviewed-in-2016.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/2012-NCSA-REF-G-to-be-reviewed-in-2016.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/AACA-NEP-Sample-Paper-Answer-Sheet-2014.pdf
https://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/download/TRANSITION%20TO%20REGISTRATION.pdf
https://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/download/TRANSITION%20TO%20REGISTRATION.pdf
http://www.aaca.org.au/links/
http://www.aaca.org.au/links/
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Example  

Format 

   The National Standard of Competency (NSCA)  

+ The Architectural Practice Examination (APE) 

 

 

All Performance Criteria examined through the APE are required at          Level;  

Application of Knowledge and Skills in architectural practice; able to demonstrate 

a clear understanding and demonstrate where it has been applied in 

architectural practice or practice scenario.   

 

 

 

For the APE, Level Required in the NSCA Matrix indicates which Part of the examination 

program the Performance Criteria will be tested. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level Required 

Part 1, 2, 3 
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see the standard 

National Standard  

of Competency for  

Architects (NSCA)  

 

 

 

 

for more information contact  

The Architects Accreditation  

Council of Australia 

 
Suite 1, L2, Ethos House  

28-36 Ainslie Place  

Civic Square ACT 2600  

Australia  
 

T (612) 6230 0506  

E mail@aaca.org.au 
 

 

http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/
http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/
http://competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au/

