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The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) 

introduces fast track to registration for experienced overseas 

architects  

 

UK registered architect Seán McGivern is the first overseas architect to complete the Overseas 

Architect Assessment Program. “When I first arrived in Australia, I felt like I had taken a 

backward step in some regards as my registration in the UK really counted for nothing” (Seán 

McGivern, Kerry Hill Architects). 

 

Introduced by the AACA in May 2016, the Overseas Architect Assessment Program is an alternate 

pathway to registration for overseas architects with relevant experience at executive level in 

complex projects who are not eligible for registration under existing mutual recognition 

agreements.   

 

“This program was developed by the AACA in association with the Architect Registration Boards 

around Australia in response to data that indicates only around 30% of overseas architects 

resident in Australia complete the process of registration as an architect”.  (Kate Doyle, CEO 

AACA)  Since the introduction of the OAAP we have received applications from practitioners with 

education and experience as an architect in many countries including the UK, USA, Egypt, France, 

South Africa, Germany and Italy who have been resident in Australia for at least 12 months”.  

 

The Overseas Architects Assessment Program requires applicants to demonstrate through a 

portfolio of complex projects an applied understanding of the required Performance Criteria 

from the National Standard of Competency for Architects; appropriate experience and practice 
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of architecture at an Executive Level, and a capacity to exercise professional skill as an 

architectural practitioner in Australia. 

 

…”architects who wish to practice in a new country should have to go through a period of 

relearning to adapt to the laws, culture, social needs and practices involved with the Architecture 

Profession where they are domicile” (Seán McGivern). 

 

The outcome of each application is determined through an interview with two experienced 

architect assessors to determine the extent to which the required performance criteria from the 

National Standard of Competency for Architects are met in the candidate’s project portfolio.   

 

“My own interview was a very fair, clear and engaging discussion.  Through the discussion, the 

assessors also tested my particular knowledge of the practice of architecture in Australia” (Seán 

McGivern). 

 

After successfully completing the Overseas Architect Assessment Program, Seán McGivern 

can apply directly for registration as an architect to his local Architect Registration Board.  

“… OAAP … is well suited to someone with my previous experience … it interrogated my fitness to 

practice as an Architect in Australia” (Seán McGivern). 

 

Click here for more information on the Overseas Architect Assessment Program.  

Overseas Architects Assessment Program 

Overseas architects applying for this program must meet a number of criteria: 

 a minimum 5-year (or equivalent) professional qualification in architecture 

 7-years relevant professional postgraduate experience 

 minimum of 3 years as an architect practising at Executive Level 

 12 months relevant professional experience in Australia within the last 3 years. 

 resident in Australia and proficient in English 
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